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In January 2013, an international group of simulation experts gathered in Orlando, 
Florida USA to form a working team whose mission was to create a dictionary of terms 
used in healthcare simulation. It was recognized by this group that there was a need to 
compile terms that had been completed by other groups in healthcare simulation and 
to add more terms. !e document you see represents the work of many individuals 
and their societies to compile and re"ne the dictionary. !e goal of this project is to 
enhance communication and clarity for healthcare simulationists in teaching, education, 
assessment, research, and systems integration activities. 

There are some key points to keep in mind when looking at this document, because it is not 
perfect, nor complete. 

• !is is a living document and represents the sum of the work 
at this moment. Terms and de"nitions will change and be 
edited, added, or deleted over time.

• !e intent was to be inclusive of the various de"nitions in 
use, not to exclude any de"nitions or areas of healthcare 
simulation.

• !is collection of de"nitions shows how the terms are being 
used in healthcare simulation. It is not intended to dictate one 
particular de"nition over another.

• !is dictionary focuses on healthcare simulation speci"c 
terms and meanings. Many terms that are generally used 
in education (e.g. educational design) and healthcare (e.g. 
ventricular "brillation or anxiety) are not de"ned. !e reader 
is referred to standard dictionaries and resources for these 
de"nitions. 

• !is list of terms is not a taxonomy, nor should it be used as 
such. It may inform taxonomical work. 

• Terms that have been identi"ed as potentially controversial 
have been noted with a * prior to the word. 

• !e terms and spellings are written in standard American 
English. !is was at the recommendation of our consultant 
lexicographer to aid in reducing clutter and support 
translation to other languages. 

• As a living document, all are encouraged to submit feedback 
using the form located at www.ssih.org/dictionary. We realize 
there may be better insights into other terms or de"nitions, 
additional references, etc.

• Citations have been included wherever possible. Should you 
know of additional and/or missing citations, please submit 
those as above. Original citations are preferred.

• !e Society for Simulation in Healthcare (SSH) acknowledges 
the participation and input of many individuals and also the 
Societies they represent. Without you, this would not have 
been possible! !ank you for your time and e#orts in the 
creation of this dictionary over the last three years. 

Joseph O. Lopreiato MD, MPH 
JUNE 2016

Preamble
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A
*Actor  \ noun  

Etym.

Definition 

See also: CONFEDERATE, EMBEDDED PARTICIPANT, ROLE PLAYER, 
SIMULATED PATIENT, SIMULATED PERSON, STANDARDIZED PATIENT

Advocacy and Inquiry   noun  

Etym. advocate

Etym. inquest

Definition

Assessor   noun

Etym.

Definition

Augmented Reality noun

Etym. augment 

Related:

Etym. reality  

Definition

Avatar   noun

Etym.

Definition

*Term that has been identified as potentially controversial.
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B
Brief (Brie!ng)   \ noun   verb  

Note:  this  term  is  often  not  clearly  distinguished  from  Orientation    

Etym.

Definition

See also: ORIENTATION, PREBRIEFING
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C
Clinical Scenario noun

Etym. scenario

Etym. clinical 

Definition

See also: SCENARIO, SCRIPT, SIMULATED-BASED LEARNING 
EXPERIENCE, SIMULATION ACTIVITY

Coaching   verb

Etym.
Related:

Definition 

Computer-Based Simulation  
noun

Etym. computer  

Etym. simulation  

Definition

See also: SCREEN-BASED SIMULATION, SIMULATOR

Conceptual Fidelity   noun  

Etym. conceptual

Related:

Etym. fidelity

Definition

For  example:  Vital  signs  are  

consistent  with  the  diagnosis
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*Confederate   noun

Etym.

Definition

‘nurse  in  charge’

.,  temperature,  color  change

paramedic,  receptionist,  family  member,  

laboratory  technician  

See also: ACTOR, EMBEDDED PARTICIPANT, SIMULATED PATIENT, 
SIMULATED PERSON, STANDARDIZED PATIENT

Cueing   verb

Etym. cue

Definition

•   noun

*Term that has been identified as potentially controversial.
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D
Debrief (Debrie!ng)   noun     verb

Etym. debrief 
Related:

Definition

•   (noun)

•   (verb)     

guided  

Compare: ADVOCACY AND INQUIRY, FEEDBACK, GUIDED REFLECTION

Debriefer noun

Etym. debrief 
Related:

Definition

Compare: FACILITATOR, SIMULATIONIST

Deliberate Practice   noun

Etym. deliberate     

deliberatus, deliberare

*delibrare, de-­ libra

Etym. practice      practisen,

practiser, practizare,

practicare, practica practice,

praktikos.

Definition

  

.

Compare: MASTERY LEARNING 

Deterministic adj  

Etym. determinism 

  (adj.)

Definition 

Contrast with: STOCHASTIC
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Discrete Simulation (Discrete-Event Simulation)  
noun

Etym. discrete

Etym. simulation 

Definition

Distributed Simulation  
noun  

Etym. distribute 

Related:

Etym. simulation

Definition
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E
Embedded Participant   noun

Etym. embed 

Related:

Etym. participant 

Definition 

See also: ACTOR, CONFEDERATE, ROLE PLAYER, SIMULATED PATIENT, 
SIMULATED PERSON, STANDARDIZED PATIENT

Environmental Fidelity
noun

Etym. environmental 

Related:

Etym. fidelity

Definition

See also: FIDELITY, HIGH FIDELITY SIMULATION, PHYSICAL FIDELITY, 
REALISM

Event  

Etym. 

Definition

See also: STATE/STATES
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F
Facilitator (Simulation Facilitator) noun

Etym.  

Definition 

For  example,  faculty,  educators,  

etc.

The  

Compare: DEBRIEFER, SIMULATIONIST

Feedback   noun

Etym.

Definition 

Compare: ADVOCACY AND INQUIRY, DEBRIEF/DEBRIEFING,  
GUIDED REFLECTION

Fiction Contract noun

Etym. fiction 

Etym. contract  

Definition 

*Fidelity adj  

Etym. fidelity 

Definition

See also: ENVIRONMENTAL FIDELITY, FUNCTIONAL FIDELITY, HIGH 
FIDELITY, HIGH FIDELITY SIMULATION, IMMERSIVE SIMULATION, LOW 
FIDELITY, PHYSICAL FIDELITY, PSYCHOLOGICAL FIDELITY, REALISM, 
SIMULATION FIDELITY

*Term that has been identified as potentially controversial.
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Fixation Error noun

Etym. fixation

Etym. error   

Definition

Compare: SITUATIONAL AWARENESS

Frame(s)   noun  

Etym.

Definition 

Functional Fidelity noun

Etym. functional

Related:

Etym. fidelity  

Definition

See also: FIDELITY, HIGHT FIDELITY SIMULATOR, REALISM
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G
Guided Re"ection   noun  

Etym. guide 

Etym. reflection

Definition 

Compare: ADVOCACY AND INQUIRY, DEBRIEF/DEBRIEFING, 
FEEDBACK 
See also: REFLECTIVE THINKING

Gynecological / Genitourinary Teaching Associate 
(GTA, GUTA, MUTA)

noun  

Etym. genitourinary 

Definition 
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H
Haptic (Haptics)   adj

Etym. 

Definition 

Healthcare Simulation
noun  

Etym. simulation

Definition 

See also: SIMULATION

High-Fidelity Simulator    
noun  

Etym. fidelity 

Etym. simulator

Definition 

See also: FIDELITY, FUNCTIONAL FIDELITY, REALISM

High-Fidelity Simulation    
noun  

Etym. fidelity

Etym. simulation 

Definition 

for  example:  human,  

manikin,  task  trainer,  or virtual  reality.

See also: ENVIRONMENTAL FIDELITY, FIDELITY, REALISM 
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Human Factors   noun  

Etym. factor

Definition

Hybrid Simulation   noun

Etym. hybrid  

Etym. simulation

Definition 

Compare: MIXED SIMULATION/MIXED METHODS SIMULATION, 
MULTIPLE MODALITY SIMULATON
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I
Immersion noun

Etym. 

Definition 

environments  facilitate  a  participant´s  full  

immersion  in  the  simulation.

See also: IMMERSIVE SIMULATION

Immersive Simulation adj  

(immersive);;  n  (simulation)

Etym. immersion.

Etym. simulation

Definition

See also: FIDELITY, IMMERSION, REALISM

Incognito Standardized Patient  
noun  

Etym. incognito  

Etym. standard

Etym. patient

Definition 

See also: UNANNOUNCED STANDARDIZED PATIENTS, STEALTH 
PATIENTS, SECRET SHOPPER

In Silico   adj  or  adv.

Etym.  

Definition

Compare: IN SITU
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In Situ/In Situ Simulation 
adj

Etym. in situ 

Etym. simulation

Definition 

an  ambulance,  a  small  aircraft,  

a  dentist’s  chair,  a  catheterization  lab

Compare: IN SILICO

Interactive Model or Simulation
adj  

Etym. simulation 

Definition 

Interdisciplinary  \ dis uh uh adj

Etym. discipline

Definition 

See also: MULTIDISCIPLINARY

Interdisciplinary / Interdisciplinary Learning  
\   noun  /  adj

Etym. discipline 

Etym. learning

Definition

•   noun:  

•   adj:

See also: INTERPROFESSIONAL EDUCATION/TRAINING/LEARNING

Interprofessional   adj

Etym. professional 

Related: .

Definition
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Interprofessional Education /Training/Learning    
noun  

Etym. professional 

Related:

Etym. education 

Etym. training

Definition 

See also: INTERDISCPLINARY LEARNING 

Interprofessionalism   noun  

Etym. professional 

Related: .

Definition 
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J
Just in Time Simulation    
\ noun

Etym. simulation 

Definition 

“just  in  time”     “place  near  the  

site  of  the  potential  intervention”
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L
Live, virtual, and constructed (LVC) simulation  

noun

Etym. live  

Etym. virtual 

Etym. constructed 
  constructivus

construere

Definition

Low-Fidelity   adj

Etym. fidelity 

Definition

See also: FIDELITY
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M
*Manikin   noun  

Etym. 

Definition

See also: SIMULATOR

Manikin-based Simulation  
noun  

Etym. manikin. 

Etym. simulation

Definition 

*Mannequin   noun  

Etym. 

See: MANIKIN 
See also: SIMULATOR

Manual Input  \ t\  noun  

Etym. manual 

Etym. input  

Definition 

Compare: PHYSIOLOGIC MODELING, PREPACKAGE SCENARIO, 
“RUNNING ON THE FLY”

Mastery Learning noun

Etym. mastery     

Etym. learning     

Definition

Compare: DELIBERATE PRACTICE

*Term that has been identified as potentially controversial.
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Mixed Reality Human     \  noun

Etym. reality

Definition

Mixed Simulation (Mixed Methods Simulation)
noun

Etym. simulation  

Etym. method

Definition 

See also: MULTIPLE MODALITY SIMULATION 
Compare: HYBRID SIMULATION

Mobile Simulation     noun

Etym. mobile

Etym. simulation  

Definition 

*Modality   noun

Etym.

Definition

See also: SIMULATED/SYNTHETIC LEARNING METHODS, TYPOLOGY

Model (as in Modeling and Simulation) noun

Etym. 

Definition

Modeling and Simulation (M&S) (also Modeling 
and Simulation) noun

Etym model 

Etym. simulation  

Definition 

*Term that has been identified as potentially controversial.
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Monte Carlo Simulation    
noun

Etym. Monte Carlo fallacy  

Etym. simulation 

Definition

Moulage noun

Etym.   

Definition 

Multidisciplinary   noun

Etym. discipline

Definition

See also: INTERDISCIPLINARY

*Multiple modality (Multi-modal) simulation
noun

Etym. modality.

Etym. simulation 

Definition 

See also: MIXED SIMULATION/MIXED METHODS SIMULATION 
Compare: HYBRID SIMULATION

*Term that has been identified as potentially controversial.
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N
Non-technical Skills   noun

Etym. techno 

Etym. skill   

Definition 
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O
Objective Structured Clinical Examination (OSCE)  

noun

Definition 

Operations Specialist
noun

Etym. operation

Etym. specialty 

Definition

Orientation noun  

Etym. 

Definition 

PowerPoint  presentation  that  all  participants  must  review  to  

understand  how  the  center  operates,  or  how  the  activity  is  being  

conducted

See also: BRIEF/BRIEFING, PREBRIEF/PREBRIEFING
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P
Participant   noun

Etym. 

Definition 

Physical Fidelity noun

Etym. physical 

Related:

Etym. fidelity 

Definition

See also: ENVIRONMENTAL FIDELITY, FIDELITY, REALISM

Physiologic Modeling   \  noun

Etym. physiology  

Related:

Etym model. 

Definition 

Compare: MANUAL INPUT, PREPACKAGED SCENARIO,  
“RUNNING ON THE FLY”

Portable Simulator   noun

Etym. portable   

Related:

Etym. simulator  

Definition 
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*Prebrief (Prebrie!ng)   noun   verb

Etym. brief 

Definition

For  example:  Before  starting  the  simulation  session,  there  is  a  

and

room

See also: BRIEF/BRIEFING, ORIENTATION

Prepackaged / Preprogrammed Scenario  
     noun

Etym. scenario

Definition 

Compare: PHYSIOLOGIC MODELING, “RUNNING ON THE FLY” 

Procedural Simulation
noun

Etym. simulation     

Definition 

Compare: PROCESS-ORIENTED SIMULATION 

Process-Oriented Simulation  
noun

Etym. simulation 

Definition 

Compare: PROCEDURAL SIMULATION

Prop noun

Etym. prop

Definition

*Term that has been identified as potentially controversial.
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Psychological Fidelity    
noun

Etym. psychology     

Etym. fidelity  

Definition 

See also: FIDELITY, REALISM

Psychological Safety   noun

Etym. psychology  

Etym. safety 

Definition 

See also: SAFE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT, SIMULATION 
ENVIRONMENT
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R
Realism   noun  

are  the  same

Etym. realism

Definition 

See also: FIDELITY, FUNCTIONAL FIDELITY, HIGH FIDELITY 
SIMULATION, HIGH FIDELITY SIMULATOR, IMMERSIVE SIMULATION, 
PHYSICAL FIDELITY, PSYCHOLOGICAL FIDELITY, SIMULATION 
FIDELITY

Re"ective Thinking   noun  

Etym. reflection 

Definition

See also: GUIDED REFLECTION

Role Player   noun

Etym. role (

Etym. player

Definition 

See also: ACTOR, CONFEDERATE, EMBEDDED PARTICIPANT, 
SIMULATED PATIENT, SIMULATED PERSON, STANDARDIZED PATIENT.

“Running on the Fly”     noun

Definition 

Compare to: MANUAL INPUT, PHYSIOLOGIC MODELING, PREPACKAGE 
SCENARIO 
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S
Safe Learning Environment    

noun

Etym. safe 

Etym. environment 

Definition 

See also: PSYCHOLOGICAL SAFETY

Scenario   noun

Etym.  

Definition

See also: CLINICAL SCENARIO, SCRIPT

Screen - based Simulation /  
Screen - based Simulator  

noun

Etym. screen

screenshot

Etym. simulation 

Etym. simulator

Definition 

See also: COMPUTER-BASED SIMULATION, SIMULATOR

Scribe / Scribing     noun  /  verb  \’skribiNG\

Etym. 

Definition
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Script  \     \  noun

Etym. 

Definition

See also: CLINICAL SCENARIO, SCENARIO

Serious Games   noun

Etym. serious  

Etym. games  

Definition 

See also: SIMULATOR

Shared Mental Model   noun

Etym. share  

Related:

Etym. mental  

Etym. model.  

Definition

Compare: SITUATIONAL AWARENESS
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Simulated-Based Learning Experience  
noun

Etym. simulated

Etym. learning

Etym. experience
Related:

Etym. experience

Definition 

See also: CLINICAL SCENARIO, SIMULATION ACTIVITY

Simulated Patient (SP)   noun  

Note:  this  term  is  often  synonymous  with  Standardized  Patient

Etym. simulated 

Etym. patient 

Definition 

See also: ACTOR, CONFEDERATE, EMBEDDED PARTICIPANT, ROLE 
PLAYER, SIMULATED PERSON, STANDARDIZED PATIENT.

Simulated Person   noun

Etym. simulated  

Definition

See also: CONFEDERATE, EMBEDDED PARTICIPANT, ROLE PLAYER, 
SIMULATED PATIENT, STANDARDIZED PATIENT, STANDARDIZED/
SIMULATED PARTICIPANT
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Simulated/Synthetic Learning Methods  
noun

Etym. simulated  

Etym. synthetic

Related:

Etym. learning  

Etym. method  

Definition 

•   Case-­based  learning

•   Computer  simulation

•   Procedural  or  Partial  Task  Training

•   Hybrid  Simulation

•   Integrated  procedural  training  (psychomotor  focus)

•   Integrated  procedural  training  (whole  procedure)

•   Mixed  simulation

•   Simulation  /  Scenario-­based  learning

•   Standardized/Simulated  Patient

Role  play

•  

•   Multimodal  formats

See also: MODALITY, TYPOLOGY

Simulation   noun

Etym. simulation     

Definition

Simulation Activity   noun

Etym. simulation 

Definition

See also: SIMULATED-BASED LEARNING EXPERIENCE
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Simulation-Enhanced Interprofessional  
Education / (Sim-IPE)  

noun

Etym. simulation  

Etym. education  

Definition

learn  about,  from  and  

with  each  other  to  enable  effective  collaboration  and  improve  

health  outcomes”  

Simulation Environment /  
Simulation Learning Environment /  
Synthetic Learning Environment (SLE)  

   noun

Etym. simulation 

Etym. synthetic  

Related:

Etym. learning 

Etym. environment 

Definition

See also: PSYCHOLOGICAL SAFETY

Simulation Fidelity   noun  

agree  these  are  the  same

Etym. simulation 

Definition

See also: FIDELITY
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Simulation Guideline    
\   noun

Etym. simulation  

Definition

Compare: SIMULATION STANDARD

Simulationist   noun

Etym. simulation  

Definition

  

Compare: DEBRIEFER, FACILITATOR

Simulation  Reliability    
noun

Etym. simulation 

Etym. reliable  

Definition

Compare: SIMULATION VALIDITY

Simulation  Standard   noun

Etym. simulation  

Definition 

Compare: SIMULATION GUIDELINE

Simulation Testing Environment
noun

Etym. simulation 

Definition

Simulation  Time   noun

Etym. simulation  

Definition

Simulation  Validity   noun

Etym. simulation  

Definition 

Compare: SIMULATION RELIABILITY
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Simulator  \     \  noun

Etym. simulation  

Definition

See also: COMPUTER-BASED SIMULATION, MANIKIN, SERIOUS 
GAMES, SCREEN-BASED SIMULATION, SIMULATED PATIENT, 
STANDARDIZED PATIENT, TASK TRAINER, VIRTUAL REALITY

Situated  Learning  \ noun

Etym. situate  

Related:

Etym. learning  

Definition 

Situational  Awareness    
noun

Etym. situate  

Related:

Etym. awareness 

Definition 

Compare: SHARED MENTAL MODEL 
Contrast with: FIXATION ERROR

Standardized  Patient (SP)   noun  

Etym. standard  

Etym. patient 

Definition

See also: ACTOR, CONFEDERATE, EMBEDDED PARTICIPANT, ROLE 
PLAYER, SIMULATED OR STANDARDIZED PATIENT OR PARTICIPANT, 
SIMULATED PERSON. 
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Standardized  Patient  Simulation  
noun  

Note:  the  term  Standardized  Patient  is  often  synonymous  with  Simulated  

Patient

Etym. standard

Etym. patient  

Etym. simulation  

Definition

Standardized/Simulated Participant  
noun  

See Also: SIMULATED PATIENT, STANDARDIZED PATIENT

State/states noun

Etym.  

Definition 

Compare to: EVENT

Stochastic adj  

Etym.  

Definition

Contrast with: DETERMINISTIC

Synthetic Learning Technologies  \
noun

Etym. synthetic  

Related:

Etym. learning   

Etym. techno 

Definition

Systems Integration   noun

Etym. system -­  

Etym integration  

Integrate

Related:

Definition

[
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T
Task Trainer / Part-Task Trainer / Partial Task 
Trainer   noun

Etym. task 

Etym. trainer  

Definition

for  

example,  ECG  simulator

See also: PROCEDURAL SIMULATION, SIMULATOR

Team-based Learning   noun

Etym. team     

Etym. learning  

Definition

Technical skills noun

Etym. technical  

Etym. skills   

Definition
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Technology Enhanced Healthcare Simulation 
(encompasses high and low technology healthcare 
simulation) 

noun

Etym. techno 

Etym. simulation

Definition

Trigger(s)   noun

Etym. trigger  

Definition

Typology   noun

Etym. typology 

Related:

Definition

See also: MODALITY, SIMULATED/SYNTHETIC LEARNING METHOD
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V
Virtual Patient   noun

Etym. virtual     

Etym. patient

Definition

Virtual Reality   noun

Etym. virtual 

Etym. reality

Definition

See also: SIMULATOR

Virtual Reality Environment  
noun

Etym. virtual 

Etym. reality  

Definition

Virtual Reality Simulation  
noun

Etym. virtual 

Etym. reality  

Definition
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Virtual Simulation   noun

Etym. virtual   

Etym. simulation  

Definition

resources  to  action

team
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